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Fellowship of Christian  
Councils in Southern Africa 

 

10th Southern Africa Civil Society Forum 

“The SADC WE WANT:  

ACTING TOGETHER FOR ACCOUNTABILITY, PEACE AND INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT!” 

 

Declaration of Solidarity 

 

Preamble 

We, representatives of the Southern African Civil organized under the three Apex 

Organizations, namely the Southern Africa Trade Co-ordination (SATUCC), Fellowship 

of Christian Councils in Southern Africa (FOCCISA) and Southern African Development 

Community – Council of NGOs (SADC-CNGOs) have come together between 27th and 30th 

of July, in Harare, Zimbabwe, and deliberated extensively among others on the political 

and socio-economic developments in the Southern African region.  

The region, whilst largely free of military conflict, still faces massive challenges, such as 

inequalities, high levels of poverty, unemployment, hunger and scarcity of access to 

resources that in some cases are compounded by the political situation which is 

characterised by a lack of democracy and human rights, weak state capacities to deliver, 

elitism and cronyism and uneven democratisation. 

The struggle of people to meet their basic socio-economic and political rights continues 

in all our countries, at various levels. However we welcome that some countries have 

made significant progress and we are committed to defending and promoting these 

gains. We are encouraged by these positive developments as a strong foundation to 

ensure the full realisation of our peoples democratic aspirations in all our countries. 

In this regard we committed ourselves to the effective co-ordination of all these 

struggles by complementing, supporting and linking each other’s efforts, promoting just 

and democratic values, and advancing the popular aspirations of our people. We re-

affirm the fact that we are representative of the various sectors, communities and 

organisations at local, national and regional level, legitimate and indigenous to our 

people. 
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We remain guided by the necessity today to revitalise the pan-African and international 

peoples solidarity movement to advance and protect social-economic, political and 

human rights, democracy and justice.  

We created a mechanism for effective coordination of all our solidarity efforts in order 

to enhance the effectiveness, unity and impact of our various struggles.  To this end we 

shall establish a five-member SADC Solidarity Task Team within thirty days whose 

role shall be to promote people struggles, coordinate solidarity and engage relevant 

structures under the guidance of the Apex Alliance.  

 

The following focus areas countries are Swaziland, Eritrea, Western Sahara and 

Palestine and a focus issue to “Bring Back Our Girls” (Nigeria). The SADC Solidarity Task 

Team will also take forward those issues of struggle which may arise within our region 

which are related to the Declaration of Call to Action of the 10th Civil Society Forum. 

 

On Swaziland 

Swaziland is the only country in the region which bans political parties under the 

Tinkhundla system and by law criminalises political activity of its citizens; 

Worried about the continued persecution of political and human rights activists by the 

Swazi state security; 

Aware of the commitment of Swazi civil society to dialogue and peaceful 

transformation; 

Deeply concerned about the silence and indifference of SADC and SADC member states 

about the lack and absence of political reform processes in Swaziland; 

Therefore, we call upon 

We call for the immediate and unconditional release of all political and civil society 

activists; 

The government of Swaziland to cease all forms repression; 

We support the International Labour Organisations call for the unbanning and 

registration of TUCOSWA and recognition of workers’ rights; 

The Swazi government to embark in an inclusive national political dialogue processes 

towards home-grown solutions to the persisting political crisis in the country; 
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We call upon the SADC Summit to put the political situation on its standing agenda and 

initiate a political process to assist Swaziland towards democratic governance; 

SADC and SADC Member State to support the Swazi government and people in their 

endeavour; 

We call on all civil society in the region, continental and internationally to mobilise in 

support of the people of Swaziland 

 

 On Western Sahara 

The continued occupation of Western Sahara by Morocco is a violation of human rights 

and international law. The  United Nations has ruled several times in favour of Western 

Sahara and has called on Morocco to withdraw from Saharawi territories after 

withdrawal of Spain in 1975.  

We reaffirm the rights of the Saharawi people to self- determination and national rule as 

per UN and African Union resolutions on the matter.  The water resources, phosphate 

and other natural resources in the territory belong to the Saharawi people.  

 

We therefore, call for the unconditional release of all Saharawi prisoners from 

Moroccan jails, withdrawal of Morocco from occupied territories, Morocco to observe all 

UN and AU resolutions on the matter. We condemn France, Spain and all those countries 

that continue to veto in the UN Security Council, the Human rights components of UN 

Mission in Saharawi.  

We call on international CSO and activists to mobilise and support the just and 

legitimate struggles of the Saharawi people.  

 

We support the call from all our countries to recognise and give refuge to the Saharawi 

people’s Liberation movements.  

 

On Eritrea 

We are deeply concerned by the political situation in Eritrea and the oppressive 

conditions facing the people as a result of absence of respect for human rights and 

democratic governance.  

 

We are alarmed by the widespread and systematic human rights violation perpetrated 

by the government of Eritrea against its own people 

Welcomed the recent decision of the UN Human Rights Commission to establish 

Commission of Enquiry to investigate the human rights situation in Eritrea; 
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Concerned especially about the continued implementation of unlimited military service 

under which the Eritrean youth are kept under slave-like conditions rendering them 

future-less; indeed, the policy is forcing tens of thousands of young Eritreans to leave 

their country in search of safety and better future risking inhuman treatment at the 

hand of unscrupulous human traffickers, death in the high seas and deserts, rape and 

illicit organ harvests; 

 

Therefore, we call upon 

The Eritrean government to cease with repressive policies and unconditionally release 

political prisoners with immediate effect and at the same time introduce political 

reform through inclusive political dialogues processes towards constitutional 

governance;  

The African Union to put the political situation in Eritrea as a standing agenda item and 

immediately start with the facilitation of an all-inclusive political dialogue in Eritrea; 

The AU, all African governments and the international community at large, to ensure the 

safety and the rights of Eritrean refugees.  

 

On Nigeria 

We are concerned about the series of acts related to kidnappings, targeted bombing of 

civilians, and the proliferation of violent activities in particular the North Eastern part of 

the country.  In this regard therefore, we strongly condemn the recent kidnapping of 

more than 200 girls in Chiboko.  We support the Nigerian people in the Bring Back our 

girls and the call for an end to all forms of the violence. 

Therefore, we call upon 

The Nigerian government to ensure the safety of its citizens, especially women and girl 

children and mobilize all its resources to bring back home the kidnapped school girls; 

We further call on the Nigerian government to do more to secure the release of the 

young girls and end all forms of violence in the country.   

 

ECOWAS countries to intensify their cooperation in ensuring the safety of their citizens; 

 

On Palestine 

Since 1948, the people of Palestine have become permanent refugees by the occupation 

of their land by Israel.  Israel has entrenched an apartheid colonial form of rule in which 

one race group enjoys exclusive, superior and privileged rights ad domination over the 

indigenous people who are the Arabs. They have used political, religious, economic and 

social institutions to enforce their domination.  They have also violated several UN 
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Resolutions on the matter with the full support of the US and some EU members. Israel 

is the biggest recipient of US military and non-military aid which directly contributes to 

the sustenance of the occupation.  

 

The International Court of Justice has ruled against the apartheid wall and the illegal 

settlements which they have all been defied.  The recent catastrophe in which not less 

than 1200 Palestinians particularly from Gaza have been killed is one of several of them 

since 1948 where the word Nakba came from. For instance, in 2009, 1400 Palestinians 

were killed within a month in what Israel called Operation Cast Lead, exemplifying the 

deep rooted violent nature of the state of Israel.   

 

The pretext of the Israel state is self-defence whenever it resolves to its usual violence 

which fails to take into account the fact that the source of the problem is occupation and 

colonialism. There will be no peace unless colonialism and occupation are ended as was 

the case in other countries particularly in Africa. The Palestinian people have the right 

to fight for their freedom, but the aggressor remains the colonising power.  

 

The ruling regime justifies its actions on Zionism which is equivalent to apartheid 

racism and fascism and beliefs in the superiority and cleansing of other groups. 

 

Mindful of the strong and unequivocal position taken by our own liberation movements, 

typified by the late former President of South Africa Nelson Mandela, that “none of us is 

free until Palestine is free.” 

 

Therefore we call for 

The peaceful resolution of the conflict and an end to the occupation; 

The right of return of all Palestinian refugees to their homeland; 

The active participation and support in the Boycott Divestment Sanctions (BDS) 

Movement as the only peaceful form of pressure against Israel particularly targeting 

companies that support the occupation and the illegal settlements. 

The isolation of the apartheid state of Israel through the removal of all diplomatic and 

other forms of cooperation with Israel. In this regard, we welcome the steps taken by 

some countries that have recently kicked out the Israeli diplomatic missions and 

representatives from their countries as a form of protest.  

We also call on the Egyptian government to open its borders with Gaza and allow 

Palestinians to move in and out of their territories;  
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The ICC and the UN Human Rights Commission to further investigate crimes against 

humanity as per report by Judge Goldstone and other sources that have given 

information about the situation. 

Issued 30 July 2014 

 


